preserve the integrity of their country and a free society in Pakistan
they will have to work continuously and work very hard. There
never comes a time in the life of an individual or the life of a nation
when it can sit back and say "I have done enough; I can rest." Ceas-
ing to work and ceasing to struggle is a negation of life itself, or
perhaps I had better say, a negation of all progress, because it is one
of the laws of Nature that you either go forward or you go back;
it is never given to you to stand still. When you have the illusion
of standing still you are actually going backward. . . .
I shall discuss the educational problems of Pakistan, particularly
those relating to the women of my country. Three hundred years
ago Pakistan had a completely medieval society which has been
gradually breaking up under the impact of English rule and today
it is a curious hodgepodge of the modern and the medieval. The
women of Pakistan have been left behind in whatever progress the
country has made towards modernity. Theirs is the responsibility
to run a house efficiently and economically and to bring up the
children. In their homes they are supreme but outside their homes
they are completely helpless because they have had little or no occa-
sion to leave the home. A tradition was established under which it
was considered derogatory for a woman to earn her living as it was
thought that the proper place for her was her own home. Not only
did this erroneous conception of women's duties and responsibilities
result in the assignment of a somewhat inferior role to a woman
compared to a man, but it also led to an embargo being placed on
her participating fully in the national life. With the creation of
Pakistan it was felt all round that it was wasteful to have half the
population of the country doing relatively unimportant work. There
has been a welcome change in this outlook and although established
conventions and traditions die hard an ever increasing number of
young women are coming forward to contribute their might to the
refashioning of the social structure of the country.
It would not be inappropriate to say a word about how the change
took place. On the eve of partition in the Eastern part of the Punjab
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